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The year 1534 was epoch-making in the history of the German Bible. The first edition of Luther's complete Bible appeared
in that year, as did also the first edition of Johannes Dietenberger's Catholic Bible. In our special Luther issue of AUSS last
year, I briefly mentioned the steps in development and revision of
Luther's translations during his own lifetime, provided an update
on current research on the subject, and promised publication in a
later issue of A USS of some facsimile reproductions of pages from
some early Luther Bibles (see AUSS 22 [1984]: 31-32, 128-134,
and 6, respectively). The presentation here is in fulfillment of the
promise to provide those photographic reproductions.
The first series of facsimiles (nos. 1 through 6) is from two
Luther Bibles in the "Wurker Collection" owned by Chester J.
Gibson, a prominent dentist in McMinnville, Oregon. The Heritage Room (a "Special Collections" division) of the James White
Library of Andrews University is fortunate to have on extended
loan from Dr. Gibson a number of his valuable Bibles, including
two sections of a copy of the original Luther edition of 1534 and a
copy of the "Sauer Bible" of 1763, published in Germantown,
Pennsylvania. The Sauer Bible actually appeared in three significant editions, and it represents the earliest publication of
Luther's version in America.
The further facsimiles (nos. 7 through 9) are from Luther's
"September" and "December" Testaments of 1522. (For brief information about the development of Luther's own translational
work from 1522 to 1534, see the "Note" on page 118.)
It should be observed that the 1534 and 1763 editions from
the Wurker Collection here represented, as well as the other
Bibles with pages shown in facsimile, are large folio volumes.
Hence the reproductions herein are in substantially reduced size.

118

SEMINARY STUDIES

At my request, Dr. Gibson has provided a brief statement
concerning the Wurker Collection. This statement appears on the
immediately following page.

A Note on Luther's Bible from 1522 to 1534. T h e earliest edition of Luther's
German Bible was the so-called "September Bible" or "September Testament" of 1522-a translation of the complete NT, for which the Reformer
had finished the rough draft at the Wartburg Castle between about midDecember, 1521, and March 6, 1522, when he re-entered Wittenberg. A
number of years prior to this, he had, of course, begun to manifest an interest i n use of the vernacular, and had translated individual Bible texts
within various sermons and treatises, as well as translating the Penitential
Psalms into German i n 1517.
Luther's German N T gained immediate popularity, with over 100 editions of it (most i n High German, but some 20 i n Low German) appearing
before his first complete German Bible was published i n 1534. T h a t complete Bible itself was reached i n stages, with separate editions of various O T
sections and O T books coming from the press at intervals. T h e following
paragraph, which summarizes these developments, is here reprinted for convenience from my note i n the Luther issue of A USS (Spring 1984), pp. 3 1-32:
The major steps in bringing out Luther's complete German Bible of 1534 included
the appearance of the OT in several sections and a continuing process of revision.
Subsequent to the publication of the N T in 1522, the OT appeared as follows: Pentateuch, 1523; Joshua to Esther, 1524; Job to Ecclesiastes, 1524; the Prophets, 1532; and
the completed OT (includingthe Apocrypha), 1534. Various books of the Prophets had
appeared separately between 1526 and 1530-Habakkuk, 1526; Isaiah and Zechariah,
1528; and Daniel (and also Ezek 38-39), 1530. A translation of the Wisdom of Solomon had been issued in 1529. When the section from Job to Ecclesiastes was published
in 1524, a separate edition of the Psalms was issued as well. The Psalter underwent significant revisions discernible in the editions of 1528, 1531, and 1534.
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1. Title-page to O T Apocrypha Section. Luther's 1st
Complete Bible, 1534. (Wurker Collection;
Courtesy of Chester J. Gibson)
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2. Leaf Showing Isaiah 35, Luther's 1st Complete
Bible. 1534. (Wurker Collection; Courtesy of
Chester J. Gibson)
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3. Leaf at Beginning of Epistle to Titus, Luther's 1st Complete
Bible, 1534. (Wurker Collection; Courtesy of Chester J.
Gibson)
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4. Title-page of Saur Bible of 1763. (Wurker Collection; Courtesy
of Chester J. Gibson)
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5. Leaf at Beginning of 1 John, Saur Bible of 1763. (Wurker Collection; Courtesy of Chester J. Gibson)
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6. Leaf from 1 John (showing page that faces and continues the text
of the page shown in no. 5), Saur Bible of 1763. (Wurker Collection; Courtesy of Chester J. Gibson)
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7. The Woodcut to Revelation 11 in Luther's "September Bible" (left) and "December
Bible" (right).Notice the reduction of the triple crown on the beast to a single crown.
(From: K. A. Strand, Woodcuts to the Apocalypse in Dilrer's Time [Ann Arbor,
Mich., 19681, pp. 43, 44.)
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8. The List of Contents in Luther's "September
Bible." Note the sort of "appended" position for
Hebrews. James, Jude, and Revelation. (From:
Luther's "September Bible" in Facsimile [Ann
Arbor, Mich., 19721.)

127

SEMINARY STUDIES

% a m sobannee*
Bas erlt Capitel.

LXV*

B anfsng mar83 tvott.
vnnb bee moatoarbey

;

';Eiott/mib B o t t roarbas wott/bar
reIb roar gm anfang bey %ott/ali
le bing finobur+ b a p l b gemac@ /
vnnbon bafilb illnicbts geniacht
w a s ganacQtifi /'Jn ygni war b a s
leben / Vnb bnsleben warcpnlie+t
bernlenfl[?en/vnb bas lie+t rd?ev/
net ynn bie fl~iflemis/vnb bie Fnfler
nie f,pabens n t c ~bcgrifen.
t
JEQmart eyn nienfib/v6 Bottges
fano /ber Qiee ' 3 0 ~ a n n e s / b e r ~ b
tan1 Turn pugnis / bas er v6 bem lir
ecQt?eugete/ auf bas fie alle burcct)
ybn glembten /&rmar ~ticbtOaf3liecbt/fonberll bas er;eUfVlpVOn
beln lied$/ D a s war epn warvaffrigs liec~t/wilc~e
alle menfi+n
rrleucht/burcbfipn ~uPurim ynn Dire tocllt / E e a3arvnllber mellt/
vti bie wellti~burct)bareIbgema+t/vnb Die welltt'anbtes llicet.
&Cam plin fiyneg enel~urn/viiblefipnennamaivbn nic[,tauff/
~ i e v i e l g aber
~ n a u k m n e n /Ben gab er rnacbt / Bottie t'fnber yu
wcrbell/benell /Die ba an reptien nanicn gleroben / m i l e e nicbtwn
be111geblutt/noQwn bcn~roillcnbe6 flerfc~ts/notct)vonbemwilr
Ien epneenianlles/~o~lber~lvon
E5ottgepozen (i~ibt.
D n b b a s woztwarbfle~l)/viiroonetcvntervne/vnb t v g r r i n
fipne &rliceept/eyli tjerlicteytale bee eyllgeporllcn roll6 voni vafCer/
wller gnabe vnb warlyyt.

Beginning of Gospel of John in Luther's "September Bible."
(From: Luther's "Sqtember Bible" in Facsimile [Ann Arbor,
Mich., 19721.)

